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Canal feasibility study due to complete next year

APINYA WIPATAYOTIN

»» TOKYO: The feasibility study for a new
canal project to bypass water from the
North to the Gulf of Thailand, which runs
parallel to the proposed third elevated
ring road, is set for completion next year,
the Ministry of Agriculture and Coopera-
tives said.

Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister
Chatchai Sarikulya said the Royal Irriga-
tion Department (RID) has been working
closely with the Japan International Coop-
eration Agency (JICA) on the feasibility
study of the project, which will help boost
the country’s water management.

The project will notrequire land expro-
priation as itruns along the proposed ring

road under the supervision of the Trans-
port Ministry.

The canal would begin in Ayutthaya'’s
Bang Pa-in district and end in Samut
Prakan, covering 112 kilometres and
accommodating a water flow of 500-1,000
cubic metres per second. The canal will be
100-160 metres wide.

“We can save money on land expro-
priation. Japan can help us a lot as far as
designing a proper project is concerned.
If everything goes as planned, the feasi-
bility study should finish by next year,” Mr
Chatchai said duringa recent visit to Japan.

He said the canal would be a very crucial
instrument for water management during
the rainy season as it would help divert
water from the Chao Phraya and the Pasak,
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the two main rivers in the Central Plains
region. The canal, which is to the east of
the Chao Phraya River, will present a faster
route for channelling water into the sea.

RID deputy director-general Somkiat
Prajamwong said the feasibility study is
40% complete.

The department is seeking support from
JICA, which is ready to send its team for a
co-survey of the areas where the canal will
be constructed.

The project to divert water from Ayut-
thaya to the Gulf of Thailand forms part of
the government’s 20-year water manage-
ment scheme, which includes many meg-
aprojects including the Yom River basin
water management plan, water diversion to
the Bhumibol Dam in Tak province, and a

project to tap water from the Mekong River.

The government also needs to have a
comprehensive water management plan for
the next 20 years to ensure adequate water
supply for consumption, which is expected
to grow in the future.

The plan will also be executed alongside
both “hardware” and “software” measures
to prevent floods in the rainy season.

The department is in the process of
fixing and repairing water sluice gates along
keyrivers, especially the Chao Phraya River,
for more effective water flow control.

It is also preparing vacant fields and
water retention areas in the rainy season
and studying ways to deal with more than
4,000 building structures blocking the flow
of water during floods.
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